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Message froM

 the President
 We are more than halfway through the fall 
semester.  The parking lot is overflowing, and the 
campus is abuzz with new and returning students.  
This is one of my favorite times of the year, 
with students, faculty and staff all rejuvenated 
after a long summer and looking forward to a 
wonderful semester.  Moreover, signs of progress 
are everywhere, from the completion of our new 
irrigation and lighting projects, to the construction 
of our new Don Allen Health Science Building, 
it is clear that Weatherford College is continually 
striving to be the best we can possibly be.
 As I welcomed students arriving on campus 
during the first week of classes, I was inspired by 
their enthusiastic attitude and positive outlook on 

the coming year.  It was clear to see that these students were already planning for the 
future, and Weatherford College is clearly a big part of their future plans.  I hope 
that we never take for granted the importance of the role we play in the lives of our 
students.  As I told our employees during in-service, “Our students will remember 
us, but it is up to us to make sure that the memories they have are positive ones.”  
There is nothing more gratifying than knowing that you made a positive difference 
in the life of another, and that is what education is all about. 
 I hope you will take the time to visit one of our campuses over the coming year 
and see all of the wonderful changes that have taken place.  I am sure that you will 
see that we are all making a difference in our students’ lives.  I wish all of you a 
wonderful year.

See the WC Foundation’s new Planned Giving website:
• Get a free estate planning kit
• Read articles on the latest rules and regulations on tax-smart gifts
•  Use our free Gift Illustrator to see how a planned gift can help      

you and your favorite non-profit 
Go to www.wc.edu/giving-to-wc and click on “Planned Giving”

Make the Most of your giving!

About the cover:  A crowd of donors celebrated the success of  WC’s “The Time is Now for Your College” 
capital campaign at the Victory Celebration in October.
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 The typical year is full of celebrations. 
Holidays, birthdays and other special 
occasions help us break the monotony and 
move from one season to the next.
 But on a beautiful, sunny morning 
in October, Weatherford College had 
something to celebrate that was unique in 
the 144-year history of the institution.
 As a sizeable crowd watched from a 
balloon-covered tent, a giant banner was 
unfurled that proclaimed the final amount 
raised in the College’s first capital campaign 
in more than a decade: $2,415,133.
 The goal of the WC Foundation’s “The 
Time is Now for Your College” campaign 
had been well-publicized for the previous 
two years: $2 million. If the campaign had 
only barely met that goal, it still would have 
quadrupled the largest fundraising effort in 
school history. But $2.4 million was well 
beyond expectations.
 Dr. Kevin Eaton, WC president, stepped 
to the podium and praised the donors that 
made the celebration possible. continues with Victory on page 11.

 “ B e c a u s e  o f 
these wonderful 
indiv idua l s ,  we 
not only met our 
goal, we surpassed 
it by more than 
20 percent,” Eaton 
said. “This speaks 
vo l u m e s  a b o u t 
the type of donors 
who support this 
historic institution.  
I am honored to be 
associated with such outstanding citizens.  
I can’t say enough about them; they truly 
exemplify the concept of giving.”
 The campaign,  which wi l l  fund 
scholarships, facility upgrades and other 
projects, was chaired by Bob Glenn, a 
previous Alumnus of the Year Award 
recipient and treasurer of the Foundation. 
Glenn took the time to thank the volunteers 
who worked on the two-year project, as well 
as the many donors in attendance.

 “This is a real victory for the community 
today,” said Glenn. “Weatherford College 
is the showplace of Weatherford and 
Parker County.”
 The Victory Celebration was paired with 
another reason to celebrate: the construction 
of the new Don Allen Health Science 
Building. Already well under construction, 
the new 31,000-square-foot building will 
house WC’s nursing, respiratory therapy, 
radiologic technology, sonography and 

We did it!

College Celebrates suCCess of Capital Campaign

WC Board of Trustees members Dr. Luke Haynes, Frank Martin, Don Allen and Mac Smith signed a 
steel beam that was later welded into the structure of the Don Allen Health Science Building.
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MeMories

Thomas Earl Barnard of Fort Worth 
passed away November 4. He was 84. 
Ralph Edwards Bullington passed 
away July 1. He was 98.
Linda Loiacano Bumgardner of 
Weatherford passed away May 31. She 
was 63.
April Nicole Burnett passed away on 
July 23. She was 23.  
Nelly Jane Carter of Weatherford 
passed away October 13. She was 78.
Douglas C. Clark of Colleyville passed 
away October 27. He was 89.
Rebecca Jean (Becky) Durham of 
Robinson passed away on September 
10. She was 44.  

Fred Conde “Friendly Fred” Haley of 
Wichita Falls passed away January 22.   He 
was 71.
James L. Harris of Oklahoma City, OK, 
passed away June 10. He was 86.
Carmitta Joy Henry of Lakeside passed 
away June 4. She was 78.
Floyd Edwin Hollabaugh of Aledo passed 
away on July 13. He was 69.
Fern Coalson Hudson of Weatherford 
passed away October 13. She was 101.
Howard Franklin Johnson of  Weatherford 
passed away October 26. He was 91.
JoAnn Lindley of Weatherford passed 
away May 30. She was 80 and retired from 
WC. She served as the voice of WC for 
many years as the switchboard operator.

Rachael Virginia Thorp Rankin 
McGill of Weatherford passed away on 
July 4. She was 92 and was very active in 
the WC Ex-Student Association.
Dixie Lou Ballow Pruitt passed away 
on June 29. She was 90.
Glenda Joyce Jones Reynolds of 
Weatherford passed away on August 17.  
She was 69 and a retired administrative 
assistant for WC. She loved WC basketball 
and was a member of the Booster Club.
Benjamin Wayne Simpkins passed 
away October 7. He was 82.
William Oscar (Bill) Willingham of 
Orlando, FL, passed away July 11. He 
was 93.
Mitchell Don Woodruff of  Weatherford 
passed away June 16. He was 51.

Last issue’s Do you know...
	 Phil	Garrett	('84)	identified	the	person	on	the	far	left	as	Billy	Tom	
Rhodes	and	the	far	right	as	Robert	Biedinger.	
	 This	photo,	of	the	"Super	Gold"	music	group,	is	from	the	1983	Oakleaf.	

If you have any memories of this photo, please send a note 
to Katie Edwards at 225 College Park Drive, Weatherford, 
TX, 76086, or an email to kedwards@wc.edu. 

do you knoW...
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AluMni spotlight

 In 2003, when she was ready for college 
after graduating as valedictorian from Lake 
Worth High, Ashleigh Portales had her 
course set. She was going to Weatherford 
College to study child development in 
preparation for obtaining a kindergarten 
teaching degree.
 That is, until she spotted a poster about 
a new program at WC, and after a call to 
the information number posted, she was 
enrolling in forensics and crime scene 
investigation courses instead.
 Not really a surprising turn of events, 
however. Both of Portales’ parents are in law 
enforcement, and she always had enjoyed 
TV shows like the hit “CSI.”  
 “But now I scream at the TV when that 
show is on,” said Portales. “Their science is 
almost always right, but the way they go 
about solving the crime is almost always 
incorrect, especially the way they have that 
one team, partners, taking the case all the 
way through, from the original crime scene 
to investigation to finally solving the case in 
a matter of days. That almost never happens 
in real life,” she said. “Sometimes up to 50 
people work on one case before it’s all over.”
 And she should know. As a crime scene 
investigator and crime analyst herself at the 
Wise County Sheriff’s Office in Decatur, 
Texas, Portales is a part of a team that 
handles hundreds of cases each year. Some 
are fairly routine, some more complex, a 
few downright gruesome. Portales finds it 
all fascinating.

FroM WC to CsI:  aluMnus eXCels In ForensIC sCIenCe
 “Every day is different, it’s a game, a 
challenge,” she said. “Am I smart enough 
to outsmart the people who think they have 
outsmarted me?”
 Apparently so. A case in point: a 
recent home invasion. From the physical 
description provided by the victim, Portales 
was able to draw a sketch so accurate that, 
when he saw it in the local newspaper the 
next day, the suspect just turned himself in.
 Don Jacobs, chair of the WC Behavioral 
Science department, grins at that story and 
shares a bit of pride in his own part helping 
Ashleigh get her start. 
 “Ashleigh Portales is the type of student, 
the reason that those of us who chose 
education as our career became educators 
in the first place. She makes teaching fun 
because she is attentive to her subjects and 
is a class leader. Every professional educator 
deserves a student like her.
 “She has become the model student for 
our forensic science and forensic psychology 
programs at Weatherford College,” Jacobs 
said. “Making all A’s in our program while 
obtaining several internships (including 
the Tarrant County ME’s Office and the 
Grand Prairie Police Department), she also 
obtained her master’s degree in forensic 
psychology from Argosy University, and she 
was my student assistant, as well!”
 And now, Portales is an instructor herself 
at WC. With degrees in forensic psychology 
and law enforcement credentials from 
the state of  Texas as a basic peace officer, 
Portales teaches in the WC Police Academy 

two days a week, using comp time earned at 
the Sheriff’s Office (“We put in some long 
hours sometimes,” she said.). Portales uses 
real-life scenarios to enhance her teaching. 
 “What we teach in the Academy, I see 
every day, living, breathing, in action,” she 
said. “Burglary to homicide, psychopaths, 
killers who could have been serial killers (if 
we hadn’t caught them). We must become 
desensitized to the horror of it, I tell my 
students, and simply investigate for the 
truth.
  “We deal with the darkness of humanity, 
and that’s why I tell my students that law 
enforcement is not just a job; it’s a higher 
calling, and if you don’t feel that calling 
in your heart, then you’re probably in the 
wrong job,” Portales said.
 At age 28, Portales obviously has found 
her calling and “just can’t imagine doing 
anything else. (Law enforcement) is the best 
job in the world, hands down – helping 
people, serving people, making a profound 
impact. I guess when I’m too old to chase 
bad guys, I’ll just teach full time.”
 So, in retrospect, no regrets, then, about 
her decision to pursue criminal investigation 
instead of her first plan to be a kindergarten 
teacher?
 “No. In fact, a colleague told me I could 
get a little of each. Dealing with criminals 
and children is not that different – they both 
can lie straight-face to you, they usually get 
caught, and then they’ll do it all over again. 
The thing is, though,” Portales grinned, “the 
children are cuter.”

by Linda Bagwell

by Linda Bagwell
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WeatherFord College 
Around CAMpus

1. At WC Live, a student orientation event held Aug. 23, students 
Melinda Mayes and Skylar White sample some of the instruments they 
will be using in astronomy under the supervision of Steve Tuttle, physics 
and astronomy instructor. WC Live had 362 in attendance this year.
2.Ralph Willingham (center) was presented the Bill Pearson 
Outstanding Life Time Achievement Award for his continuing service 
to veterans. With Willingham are Dr. Kevin Eaton, WC president, and 
Frank Martin, board chair. Willingham is WC’s director of admissions.
3. Trey Cobb, a member of the WC Board of Trustees for the last 
four years, resigned from his position in October. Chairman Frank 
Martin thanked Cobb for his dedication to the College during the 
October meeting of the Board of Trustees.

1.

2.

3.

4. Students, faculty and staff alike all enjoyed a beautiful fall day 
and cookout at the Education Center at Granbury. WC Police 
Department Chief Paul Stone and his officers grilled hamburgers 
and hotdogs for the event. Dr. David Russell, ECG associate dean 
for instruction, said, “It’s a great way to start the semester and get 
to know everyone and have some fun, too.”
5. The Office of Institutional Advancement recently was awarded 
five certificates for outstanding achievement in graphics, design and 
writing by District 4 of the National Council for Marketing and 
Public Relations.
6. Texas State Representative, Phil King, center, poses with the Bill 
Coody family after presenting a resolution recognizing Coody for 
his service to the state during his six terms as a representative in the 
1970s and ‘80s. Coody, also a much beloved history instructor for 

4.

3.

2.

1.

5.
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4.

5.

6.

Weatherford College, passed away earlier this year. Pictured with 
King are, left to right, back row, Cathy Coody Zellers and husband 
Ed; front row, grandson Jacob Coody and friend Amy Herrera; wife 
Sue Coody and son Sam Coody and wife Lisa. The group is standing 
by Weatherford College’s “Old Main” bell that now has a place of 
honor in the Historic Plaza on the Weatherford campus. 
7. The Weatherford College women’s basketball team has high 
expectations for the upcoming season, and the pollsters agree, 
placing the Lady Coyotes at number eight in the pre-season Division 
I women’s basketball poll for the National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA).

WC, an NJCAA National Tournament qualifier last season, is 
returning two NJCAA All-Americans from last season, Bre Brooks 
and Itiana Taylor (pictured above).  Bob McKinley’s squad has also 
gained an All-American transfer, Jacqueline Chandler, who earned 
the honor at Hill College in 2011-12.
8. It was another great day for the 13th annual WC Foundation Golf  
Tournament in October at Canyon West Golf Club. Organizers 
recognized the event’s “platinum sponsors,” including Jim Swan 
and Rhonda Johnson from Johnson Controls; Darren Croom from 
Texas Book Company and Jared Jones and Mike Freeman from 
Steele & Freeman.
9. Rob Laney, WC music instructor, enjoys Safe Halloween with his 
son, the pirate, Winston.The WC Police Department, who organizes 
the event, collected 4,000 canned goods from attendees for the Parker 
County Senior Center.

8.

9.

7.

6.

3.

2.
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Kile Allen is working as a stunt 
performer at Walt Disney World 
in Florida. He is performing 
tumbling, stage combat and high 
falls in the “Indiana Jones Epic Stunt 
Spectacular.” 

Matt Brockman has been named 
executive director of the National 
Ranching Heritage Center at Texas 
Tech University.  Brockman previously 
served as the administrative manager for 
the Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo.

Wayne and Mable Davee celebrated 
their 64th wedding anniversary on 
Sept. 9.  Both Wayne and Mable 
retired after long careers in public 
education. They currently live in 
Weatherford.

At the Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce’s 93rd Annual Banquet 

in October, Wayne Garrett (’74) was 
named Outstanding Citizen of the 
Year, WC Board member Don Allen 
won the James H. Doss Award, WC 
alumnus Dr. Fred Potter’s Bowie 
Drive Dental Care was named Small 
Business of the Year, and Plains Capital 
Bank, led by alumni Pat Hamilton 
and Bob Glenn, earned Large Business 
of the Year honors.

Dr. Molly Clark Harris (‘98) has 
been named the associate regional 
coordinator for Texas Phi Theta Kappa.  
PTK is the international honor society 
for two-year colleges. Dr. Harris has 
served as a PTK advisor for five years.

Ben and Dora Long celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on Sept. 11 
in Weatherford. Ben, a WC alumnus, 
previously served as county judge 

and Republican Party chairman of 
Parker County. The couple owned and 
operated a well-known dairy farm for 
many years. 

Dr. Robert Riza (’88) was named 
president of Clarendon College in 
October. Riza was vice president of 
student services at Hill College and 
previously served as executive director 
of athletics and assistant vice chancellor 
at Pima Community College in Tucson, 
Arizona.  

Will Woodfin ('12) won the Pro 
Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) 
"Rookie of the Year" award for team 
roping heelers in October. Woodfin 
won more than $44,212 in his first 
season of pro rodeo and finished 24th 
in the final world standings. 

 For years, the Weatherford College basketball program has had 
players from overseas dotting its roster. Now, it appears that rodeo 
coach Johnny Emmons is taking a cue from hoops.
    Emmons' newest roster addition is from Italy - the one overseas, 
not the one in Texas. However, Francesca Riccardi is certainly 
familiar with a couple of things popular in Texas.
    She loves to rodeo and she loves horses.
    "I was looking for a college that offered a program of equine 
science and that had the possibility for me to become part of a 
rodeo team as a barrel racer," said Riccardi, explaining why she 
chose Weatherford College.   
    "I was accepted at other colleges, but all things kept sending 
me to Weatherford College."
    Riccardi's resume includes being the National Barrel Horse 
Association Italy Junior Champion, Italian and European 
Youth Reserve Champion, and finishing fourth at the European 
Championship.
    "Barrel racing is tough in Texas, but she has a great reputation 
and I feel she will be competitive," said Emmons.
    Riccardi is no stranger to American rodeos. In fact, she and her 
family have lived in America previously.
    "My parents followed the American dream," she said. "My dad 
was a football player in Italy and my mother loved horses, so my 

sister and I inherited this dream and 
that's the reason I'm here.”

  Riccardi said rodeos in America 
are different from those back home.
    "I think it is a more competitive 

event, while in Italy, it's more like demonstrations and it's all about 
entertaining people," she said.
 And even though she's no stranger to the U.S., she does admit 
that it is a different lifestyle.
    "It's really hard to leave your usual life and get involved in a 
world opposite of yours," she said. "Here it's all so different. In 
Italy everything is really small and it's all so close."
 Riccardi was raised as a child in Milan before her family moved 

By Rick Mauch

continues with roDeo on page 10.

ItalIan Barrel 
raCer returns to 

aMerICa VIa WC
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enrollMent stAts

NOVEMBER 6-24
FALL STUDENT ART SHOW

NOVEMBER 18
STUDENT ART RECEPTION BEGINS AT 6:00 P.M.

NOVEMBER 21-24
FALL MUSICAL 
“RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN PLANET” 
BY BOB CARLTON
NOVEMBER 24 SHOW WILL BEGIN AT 2:00 P.M.
 
NOVEMBER 30 - APRIL 2
PHOTO SHOW

DECEMBER 3
CHOIR CONCERT

DECEMBER 9
MESSIAH CONCERT

Free admission. Doors open half-hour prior to start.
For more information, call 817-598-6403.

Marjorie Black Alkek Fine Arts Center
All performances start at 7:30 p.m. except as indicated.

Presented by the Fine Arts & Communications Department

Equal Opportunity/Equal access institution

WC Fall Enrollments over 20 Years
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2492 2559

3963

4797
5716

WEATHERFORD CAMPUS

WISE COUNTY CAMPUS

GRANBURY CAMPUS

MINERAL WELLS CAMPUS

74.7%

13.1%

8.3%

3.9%

WC Fall 2013 Campus Enrollments

FEMALES

MALES

WC Fall 2013 Enrollment by Gender

62.22%

37.69%

Fall 2013 WC enrollment from top five  
feeder high schools:

Weatherford .............................................543
granbury .................................................236
aledo ......................................................196
springtown...............................................165
Mineral Wells  ..........................................219
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All Star Clips
Dr. Arleen Atkins
Linda and J. A. Bagwell
Brent and Elizabeth Baker
Barbara Baker-Morrison
Jo Ann Barnhart
Mildred Beard
Lin and Martha Bearden
Ellie Broughton
Steve and Jann Browning
Mark and Ruth Campfield
Andra and John Cantrell
Bob and Glenda Carter
Winnie R. Chastain
Dr. Shirley Chenault
Chicken Express
Don Chrestman
Ronnie and Sherry Clark
Myrlan and Jim Coleman
Sue Coody and Family
Shirley Copeland
Darla Cox 
Cox Financial Group
Glenna Cravalho
Dr. David F.  Daniel
Wayne and Mable Davee
Garland and Mickey Dixon
Dr. Kevin and Sheila Eaton
Tiare Edmundson
Nancy Edwards
Dr. Mark and Sarah Eidson
Carol Eppright
Nancy Evans
Dan and Marsha Feely
First Financial Bank & Trust

to the following donors who gave recent gifts to the  
WC Foundation (as of nov. 7, 2013)thAnk you

roDeo from page 8.

First National Bank
C. B. Fletcher
Arlene Ford
Claude Freeman
Larry and Becky Freeman
Paul and Ann Fuller
Wayne Garrett
Bob and Carolyn Glenn
Bud and B. J. Graber
Leah Graber
Glenda Grable
Jack and Marinell Grimes
Roger and Jeanine Grizzard
Kyle Hahn
Hahnfeld Hoffer Stanford
Shelly Hall
Pat Hamilton
Calvin and Betty Hammons
Dr. Rickey and Judy Harman
Dr. Luke Haynes
Mary Hill
Hub International Insurance
Ruth Huse
James L. Harris Family Trust
Jerry Durant Auto Group
John C. Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Marsha Johnson
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Gene and Mary Jo Jordan
Simona Kelican
Ed and Patti Kramer
Lonna and Derek Leach
Mary LeBeck
Michael and Linda Lindsey

Cheryl Livengood
Karen and David Long
Tom Loughrey
Frank and Kaye Martin
McDonald Sanders
Lou Ann McKenzie
Melvyn McRee
Nancy McVean
Kent Miller
Butch and Lela Morris
David and Jennifer Orcutt
Palo Pinto Area Foundation
Parker Co. Women's 
 and Newcomers Club
Phillips Welding Supply, Inc.
Arnold Pitchford
Plains Capital Bank
Norma Plowman
PNC Institutional Investments
Patsy Powell
Tom and Jane Pritchard
Progressive Waste Solutions
Prosperity Bank
Carol Pyle
Respiratory Care Students
The Jerry Reynolds Family
Martha Rhome
Paula Roddy
Dr. Allan Saxe
Rev. Cass and Intha Schreib
Mike and Susan Scott
Shelly's Friday Bible Class
Joyce and Phil Simmons, Jr.
James and Patricia Simms
Frances Skiles

Charlsta Smith
Kathy Smith
Theresa Smith
Gary and Linda Snow
Snow Garrett Williams
Southwest Auto Group
Marilyn St. Clair
Steele & Freeman, Inc.
Anita Tate
Teague Nall & Perkins
Texas Book Company
The Hahn Family
Brad and D'Linda Tibbitts
Helen Tidwell
Stephanie and Robert Turner
Jon Vandagriff
Royce and Judith Vick
J. D. Walker
WC Baseball Booster Club
WC Basketball Booster Club
Weatherford Aerospace, Inc.
Weatherford Regional Med. Center
Gloria and James Westfall
Dr. Mike and Avalon White
Tammie and Larry White
Mary Whitsitt
WHS Class of 1953
Bruce and Laura Wiggs
Michael Willhite
Billie Williams
Gary B. Williams
Wise County Quilt Guild
Dr. Alan & Mrs. Rae Wooten Hall
Elizabeth Wright

to the smaller town of  Voghera and built the Cowboys Guest 
Ranch, which is focused on American life.
    "We have an American restaurant, a saloon, a western store, 
a small hotel, a theme park with animals like bison, raccoons, 
horses and cows, and we have two outdoor arenas and an 
indoor arena with 1,000 seats where we host competitions," 
said Riccardi.
 "I'm excited for her and hope she does well, and I look 
forward to seeing her compete," said Emmons. "If she does 
well, she will make an impact on our team. Otherwise, she 
brings attention to our team on an international basis."    
 While she does love rodeo, it is not the passion Riccardi 
wants to pursue for the rest of her life.
    "I came here to pursue the equine science program because 
in Italy, equine studies don't exist," she said. "I really want to 
know everything about my passion. Here I can study while 
continuing to grow up as a rider and a person."
    As for whether her future lies in America or Italy, Riccardi 
doesn't really care as long it includes working with horses.
    "Horses will always be a part of my life," she said.

Thanks to a generous $20,000 donation from Linda and Gary 
Snow, the WC Board of Trustees has named a classroom in the 
Academic Building after the Snow family.  Pictured is Brent Baker 
(left), vice president of institutional advancement, thanking the 
Snows prior to the Victory Celebration for WC’s capital campaign.
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Carol Eppright has established a $40,000 scholarship fund to provide 
opportunities to WC students with a preference for those entering 
the teaching profession and members of Phi Theta Kappa. Eppright, 
an economics instructor, is in her 40th year at Weatherford College. 

phlebotomy programs. The building is expected to open in 
May, 2014.
 A $400,000 pledge from the Jerry Durant Auto Group, the largest 
of the campaign, was earmarked for the new building. Jerry and 
Vickie Durant requested the College name the facility after their 
longtime associate and WC Board of Trustees member Don Allen. 
Forgoing the traditional dirt-and-shovel groundbreaking, trustees 
signed a steel beam that was later installed at the apex of the 
building. Donors, employees, students and all in attendance were 
also invited to sign the beam and become a part of WC history.

Victory from page 3.

Dr. Mike White, WC Foundation president; Jay Gibbs, 
President and CEO of First Financial Bank; and Dr. 
Kevin Eaton, WC president celebrate the naming of the 
“First Financial Bank Press Box” at Stuart Field. The bank 
responded in a big way to the WC capital campaign with a 
$75,000 contribution.

Brent Baker, vice president of institutional advancement, said seeing 
the beam covered in signatures reminded him of the vast number 
of people who participated in the campaign.
 “More than 450 donors gave to this project, in gifts of $50 and 
$400,000, and everything in between,” Baker said. “That means people 
from all walks of life felt strongly enough about this College that they 
wanted to be a part of this effort, at whatever level they could.”
 Those donors included the College’s faculty and staff. Challenged 
with a $30,000 goal at the onset, the faculty and staff gave more 
than $176,000, setting the tone for other potential donors.  The 
College and Foundation boards responded in kind, eclipsing their 
goal with more than $1 million in gifts and pledges.
 “When the ‘family’ stepped up like that, it sent a message that this was 
important,” Baker said. “That spoke volumes to the entire community.”
 Although there were too many donors to list individually, Baker 
did recognize several donors who gave/pledged at a level above the 
threshold for naming WC facilities. Those donors included Jerry 
and Vickie Durant, William F. Liles, Nancy and Richard Stuart, 
Ed and Patti Kramer, First Financial Bank, Plains Capital Bank, 
Dr. Allan Saxe, Rena Mae and Scott Woody, Gary and Linda Snow, 
Carol Eppright, Dan and Marsha Feely, Frances Zellers, the James 
and Dorothy Doss Foundation, Marjorie Kimbrough Dome, Roy 
and Jeannine Eaton and Charlie Gilchrist’s Southwest Auto Group.
 “I am always astounded by the response that our citizens provide 
when there is a worthy cause to enhance the quality of life in this 
community and county,” Glenn said. “This has never been more 
evident than the outpouring of financial support for Weatherford 
College. Our citizens are proud of our College and the role it plays 
in providing quality educational opportunities right here at home.”

The WC Foundation would like to 
thank Randy Cox of Cox Financial 
Group for his contribution to the Title 
III Scholarship Endowment. Gifts to 
the endowment are matched by the 
U.S. Department of Education.
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